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VICTORIA AUGUSTA ON MACEDONIAN COINS 
REMARKS ON DATING AND INTERPRETATION* 

1. New archaeological 'finds': Starting point for reconsidering accepted dates. 

The significance of hoards for dating coin issues for which there are limited 
chronological indications is known and acknowledged. Their contribution to the 
dating of 'pseudo-autonomous' issues of the imperial period can prove definitive, 
as demonstrated by the present study, in which pseudo-autonomous issues of 
Philippi and the Macedonian Koinon are discussed. 

a) Victoria / Vexilla issues of Philippi 

The coins of Philippi with representation of Victoria and the legend 
VlC(toria) AVG(usta) on the obverse, and military vexilla accompanied by the 
inscription COHOR(s) PRAE (toria) PHIL (ippiensis) on the reverse are well 
known and encountered frequently both in museum collections and in excava­
tions (figs 1-2). For many years it was taken for granted that they were minted in 
the reign of Augustus, a view reiterated in the relevant publications1. The dating 
of the coins was the outcome of the hypothesis that the obverse type commemo­
rates Octavian's victory at Actium; the reverse type was, consequently, consi­
dered evidence of the settlement of soldiers of a praetorian cohort at Philippi in 
the course of Augustus' refoundation of the colony. 

This date was questioned by the compilers of the RPC (= Roman Provincial 
Coinage) corpus, who ascertained that these coins were minted from pure 

* A first version of this article was presented to my collègues in KERA/EIE whom I all 
thank for their comments and contribution. Special thanks are due to Prof. A. Rizakis for 
our long discussions from which I have profited a lot and to Dr. Michel Amandry for 
reading and commenting on the manuscript. I clearly hold all responsibility for the views 
expressed in this paper. 
1. For the dating of the issues in the reign of Augustus see: P. Collart, Philippes. Ville de 
Macédoine, Paris 1937, 232-235, with earlier bibliography. This date is also followed in 
the later Sylloge: SNG Evelp., 1275-1277; SNG ANS, 641-681; SNG Cop., 305-206; 
SNG Tub., 1031. 
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copper, a phenomenon not observed in Macedonian issues before Claudius, and 

who therefore tentatively dated them to the years of Claudius or Nero2. 

Recent archaeological finds bring new evidence that has bearing on the date 

of these issues. In October 1999, a hoard of 1,590 bronze coins of the imperial 

period was discovered at Dion; among the contents of the hoard were seven 

coins of Philippi, all of the Victoria / Vexilla type and in quite good condition. 

The hoard can be date securely circa AD 160 and includes, appart from 'pseudo-

autonomous' issues, 1,186 coins of Antoninus Pius, 192 of Hadrian, 74 of Trajan 

and just 11 coins of the first century AD, six of which were struck in the local 

Dion mint, one in Thessaloniki, one by the Macedonian Koinon and three in 

Rome3. The exceptionally high proportion of the latest issues indicates that this 

is a circulation hoard and not a saving hoard. The presence of seven well-

preserved coins of Philippi in this find leads us to reconsider their dating in the 

period of the Julian-Claudian dynasty. This is confirmed by two burial hoards 

that have come to light in recent years. The first was found in the Roman 

cemetery of Amphipolis4 and includes a coin of the Victoria / Vexilla type 

together with an Amphipolis issue from the reign of Trajan, while the second5 

comes from Ierissos in the Chalcidice and includes, in addition to the coin of 

Philippi, an issue of Cassandrea from the reign of Antoninus Pius and one of the 

Macedonian Koinon from the reign of Vespasian. 

The above finds demonstrate that the Victoria / Vexilla issues of Philippi 

should be dated in the first half of the second century AD and specifically 

between the reigns of Trajan and Antoninus Pius. It is not possible to document 

their more precise dating without the overall study of the mint. Nevertheless, the 

above observations can be amplified. First of all, speciment of these issues 

occur in very large numbers. The RPC catalogue, in which the material from the 

main museums and collections is recorded, includes 85 examples of this type, 

whereas in very few other cases does the number of examples exceed 20 and is 

2. RPC I, 1651 and p. 308. 
3. For a preliminary presentation of the find see S. Kremydi-Sicilianou, «"Ενας 
νομισματικός θησαυρός άπό τό ιερό τοΰ Διός στό Δίον». ΑΕΜΘ 14 (2000) 367ff. 
For the final publication see eadem, Multiple Concealments from the Sanctuary of Zeus 
Olympios at Dion, ΜΕΛΕΤΗΜΑΤΑ 35, Athens 2004 (forthcoming). 

4. D. Amoiridou - D. Malamidou, «'Ανασκαφική έρευνα στό ρωμαϊκό νεκροταφείο 
της 'Αμφίπολης», ΑΕΜΘ 12 (1998) 80-81. 

5. J. Touratsoglou, Ή νομισματική κυκλοφορία στην αρχαία Μακεδονία, Athens 

1993, 60, no. 14 (Ierissos/1976, grave 589). 


