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VICTORIA AUGUSTA ON MACEDONIAN COINS
REMARKS ON DATING AND INTERPRETATION"

1. New archaeological ‘finds’: Starting point for reconsidering accepted dates.

The significance of hoards for dating coin issues for which there are limited
chronological indications is known and acknowledged. Their contribution to the
dating of ‘pseudo-autonomous’ issues of the imperial period can prove definitive,
as demonstrated by the present study, in which pseudo-autonomous issues of
Philippi and the Macedonian Koinon are discussed.

a) Victoria / Vexilla issues of Philippi

The coins of Philippi with representation of Victoria and the legend
VIC(toria) AVG(usta) on the obverse, and military vexilla accompanied by the
inscription COHOR(s) PRAE (toria) PHIL (ippiensis) on the reverse are well
known and encountered frequently both in museum collections and in excava-
tions (figs 1-2). For many years it was taken for granted that they were minted in
the reign of Augustus, a view reiterated in the relevant publications!. The dating
of the coins was the outcome of the hypothesis that the obverse type commemo-
rates Octavian’s victory at Actium; the reverse type was, consequently, consi-
dered evidence of the settlement of soldiers of a praetorian cohort at Philippi in
the course of Augustus’ refoundation of the colony.

This date was questioned by the compilers of the RPC (= Roman Provincial
Coinage) corpus, who ascertained that these coins were minted from pure
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1. For the dating of the issues in the reign of Augustus see: P. Collart, Philippes. Ville de
Macédoine, Paris 1937, 232-235, with earlier bibliography. This date is also followed in
the later Sylloge: SNG Evelp., 1275-1277; SNG ANS, 641-681; SNG Cop., 305-206;
SNG Tiib., 1031.






